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Media ministry crosses
cultural divides
INSIDE Radios for the World catalog

BECAUSE you

gave

EXTENDING THE REACH OF THE GOOD NEWS
THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
Due to your generous outpouring of
support, we are one language away from
our goal to add 30 languages of The Way of
Righteousness to the airwaves around the
world by 2022, bringing our current total to
51 languages. This strategic radio program is
a journey through the biblical stories of the
prophets that speaks to Muslims and points
them to Jesus Christ. Thank you for the
$451,000 you gave to make it happen!

GUAM TOWER RESTORATION
Pacific typhoons that sweep over the island of
Guam are a major threat to our radio towers
and antennas, and after more than 40 years of
ministry, the tower bolts and braces are rusted
through and in serious need of restoration. We
will replace 2,500 braces, 110 ladders, and
guy wires and will make additional repairs that
will be essential building blocks for the new
era of digital broadcasting. You helped us meet
our $1.5 million goal to get the job done and
preserve our broadcasts to North Korea, India,
China and many other countries of Asia.

MISSION 66

WOMEN'S MINISTRY DEVELOPMENTS
TWR Women of Hope would like to thank
you for the gifts, prayers and encouragement
the ministry has received in response to the
need for developing more women's initiatives
around the world. New Women of Hope
programs are being produced in the Mandarin
language for Northeast Asia, and there is a
three-year plan to add some new ministry
partners and programs in several countries
of Latin America. We thank you for giving
$147,000 to help us get started!
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Speaking of radio station KTWR on the island
of Guam, TWR is expanding our shortwave
ministry from Guam with a new program called
Mission 66. First produced in Portuguese at
TWR Brazil, Mission 66 is now available in
the Mandarin language for China. The Biblestudy format covers all 66 books of the Bible
in 613 episodes that help listeners better
understand Scripture and apply it to their lives.
One listener wrote: “The Mission 66 program
was very helpful to me. The content healed my
depression and helped me find meaning and
value in life. I hope more people will hear it.”
Thank you for giving $240,000 to help us get
Mission 66 on the air in Mandarin!

anniversary milestones

MIDDLE EAST OUTREACH
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Harry Bettig, Cary, N.C.
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Carol Witthun, Guam

A young man in the Middle East wrote: “My
eyes were opened while reading the gospel of
John, and I decided to follow Jesus. I still have
some ups and downs in my life as a Christian,
but I am learning and reading. Thanks for
2 •

helping me with your topics. God is good.” He
was listening to The Way Companion for young
men, one of many Arabic programs aired in
the Middle East to encourage believers in their
faith and invite others to follow Jesus. Your
gifts totaling $376,000 this year will help us
keep our Middle East outreach on the airwaves
and a variety of digital platforms.
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During the second half of 2021, we honor
these TWR (also known as Trans World
Radio) colleagues who are celebrating
having served 10 or more years with the
ministry. Join us in praising the Lord for
their faithful service.

Steve Hippe, Cary, N.C.
Tim Klingbeil, Cary, N.C.
John and Carol Ragsdale, Cyprus
Dave and Mari Pedersen,
Brownsville, Texas

president’s column
by Lauren Libby, President/CEO

M

uslim culture is a strange,
misunderstood world for most
Westerners. For believers in Jesus, it
is even more confusing. Most Christians don’t
understand the tenets of Islam, much less the
culture surrounding them. This brings up the
question of how we should communicate with
the Islamic mindset about Jesus.
Paul, the apostle, faced these similar
challenges. In fact, in Acts 17:22-32, Paul
interacts with people who do not share his
belief system. He starts where these “men
of Athens” were and then brings along
their understanding of who Jesus was and
what Jesus taught. Paul builds upon their
existing understanding and uses their own
philosophical beliefs to help them accept who
Jesus is and what he does for each individual.
We are faced with the same challenges today
in speaking to the Muslim world. One program
that TWR broadcasts on the air and digitally
is called The Way of Righteousness. It utilizes
the same method that Paul used in the book
of Acts. It starts where the Muslim mind is
and builds a case for who Jesus is and what
he wants to do in each individual life. It is
specifically designed to speak to Muslim men
and women. This content has been translated
into more than 50 languages and receives a
strong response wherever we make it available.
The thing I love about the Bible is how
practical it is! Just having the example of
Paul starting with where people are in their
thinking and moving them toward faith is a
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“Then Paul stood in the middle of the
Areopagus and said, ‘Men of Athens!
I see you are extremely religious in
every respect. For as I was passing
through and observing the objects
of your worship, I even found an
altar on which was inscribed: TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD.’” – ACTS 17:22-23
wonderful model for how we should interact
with the Muslim world.
As we expand our outreach, however, TWR
is constantly looking for ways to reduce
operating costs. One of the largest costs is
what we spend for power. In some locations
we generate our own power, and at others,
we operate on commercial power. One way to
maximize resources is to use solar power.
We have just installed a solar-power capability
on the island of Bonaire. This project enabled
us to move from commercial power at our
studios on the island to using solar power,
thus cutting costs. We are also utilizing
solar power in West Africa and Guam where
possible. TWR utilizes the cutting edge of
technology to bring the good news of Jesus to
the maximum number of people.
Thank you for your prayer and financial
partnership. It is because of your co-laboring we
are able to be a “Big Voice for Jesus” globally.
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PANI

has good news
for Afghanistan

S

Since 2014, TWR’s PANI transmitter has been
crucial in bringing God’s Word to gospelstarved South Asia. Pakistan, Afghanistan and
North India – whose initials make up the
broadcasting station’s name – are home to large
numbers of unreached people groups. All three
are ranked among countries where persecution
of Christians is at its worst.
Now, as the world watches news reports of
the Afghanistan government crumbling to religious militants who ruled the country 20 years
ago, it is easy to think that the dark clouds are
only getting darker.
Thomas Prasad, the TWR international director
who oversees South Asia and PANI, outlined
several reasons to be seriously concerned. Believers in Afghanistan have always been vulnerable and operated underground, but now many
are seeking help to flee the country. In some
cases, protesters have been killed and radio stations have been taken over. There is widespread
fear that the new rulers may allow mass reprisals when the foreigners have left.
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PANI ministry
Reach
Pakistan, Afghanistan
and North India
(500,000 watts AM/MW)
Potential audience
210 million
Languages
Bagri, Dari, Kashmiri,
Hindi, Kumauni, Pahari
Kangri, Pashto Southern,
Punjabi, Western Punjabi,
Saraiki, Tajiki, Urdu
Selected programs
The Way of Righteousness,
House Church, Khyber
Programs, Thru the Bible,
Springs of Living Water,
The Christian Home
Help PANI reach this
region: twr.org/PANI

But there’s also plenty of reason to hope, Prasad
said. The 500,000-watt AM PANI transmitter is
located outside the country and therefore is able
to keep pouring gospel programs into the lives
of Afghan listeners. Not only does PANI bring
Bible messages to people who likely wouldn’t
hear them otherwise, but it also enables them
to tune in secretly when amid hostile family
members, neighbors or authorities.
“All I see by faith is God preparing to respond
to this situation in front of us,” Prasad said.
“I am confident when the people there hear
about God’s love, grace and mercy – and then
encounter the opposite in real life – the Spirit
of God will open their eyes to behold the Lord
Jesus as their Savior.”

PANI more crucial than ever
In fact, Prasad believes this is the time to ramp
up TWR’s broadcast ministry to Afghanistan.
He’s proposed adding more airtime to carry
Bible programs in the local languages.
“I personally believe that when we have a
program like Thru the Bible – which would start,
Lord willing, soon – it is the living Word of
God that is powerful to bring transformation in
the midst of death that looms over those who
believe,” Prasad said. “My prayer is that the Taliban would listen to God’s Word and let God
be the God who can radically transform them.”
Prasad and the listener-response teams he
works with have witnessed both the beauty
and the ugliness of introducing Jesus Christ in a
region where that name often sparks misunderstanding and opposition. Afghan believers
on the teams that field calls and text messages
from radio listeners often encounter “spinetingling levels of animosity,” Prasad said.

Having an impact on Afghan lives
While difficult conversations like this aren’t
always going to result in immediately changed
hearts, they plant seeds that Prasad and the
response teams hope will one day take root. As
the PANI broadcasts took root with this listener:
“Your radio programs prevented my father
and uncle from carrying out a vengeance
killing! Thank God they listened to your
broadcasts with me and realized the significance of forgiveness and leaving revenge in
God's hands. As a result, they decided to
forgo their plans and forgive the man.”
That listener added, “I value you so much that I
set my alarm clock for the Friday live broadcast, which I have never missed.” And another
wrote, “I rejoice in the Lord because my entire
family has accepted Christ! My brother-in-law
said recently, 'Come and help me. I want to
commit my life to Jesus!’”
In the aftermath of the fall of Kabul, the production and response teams involved in PANI
outreach are meeting frequently to consider
how to adapt and react to address listeners’
changing needs.
“This must be our prayer, asking the Lord to
display his sovereign power,” he said. “We may
not physically get to see the positive results
now because of human barriers, but I believe
eternity will reveal what God’s Word did for
the oppressed people in Afghanistan. How
marvelous it would be to know God had used
all of us to play a little role in it!”

These workers on the front lines hear things
like: “May your family be cursed to the seventh
generation,” “You are infidels!” and “You are a
disgrace to your country.” The denunciations,
some involving dire physical threats, have a
personal impact, the team members acknowledge. They grapple with fear, anxiety, lost sleep,
anger and discouragement, but they resolve to
respond positively – then try to turn the barbs
into constructive conversations about Christ.
“I have learned to honor those who call and
not consider them my enemy,” one of the team
members said. “I say something like, ‘You swear
and curse at me. I would, too, but Jesus has
changed me. May I pray and bless you?’ And
then for each curse the caller spoke, I prayed
God’s blessing on them.”
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sunshine
island

By Rosie McMahan • Special Contributor to TWR Magazine

T

he tiny island country of Bonaire is a
stunning place. Located just 50 miles
north of the coast of Venezuela, it boasts
year-round sunshine, warm temperatures and
lush beaches perfect for snorkeling and scuba
diving. It also happens to be the home of the
most powerful AM (medium-wave) transmitter
in the Western Hemisphere.
TWR Bonaire transmits programs such
as A Través de la Biblia, Tierra Firme and
Entre Jovenes* into Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil
and other countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean. But as you might expect,
the 450,000-watt transmitter requires a
significant amount of electricity.
TWR Bonaire has also felt the effects of
high utility expenses. Despite taking steps
such as reducing use of artificial lighting
and air conditioning, the staff still faces
substantial day-to-day costs. Both to save
money and to show solidarity and enthusiasm
with the island’s endeavors to become more
environmentally friendly, TWR Bonaire
commissioned a project to install a solar-power
system at the studio and office building, the
nerve center for ministry operations on Bonaire.
Even before TWR’s devoted supporters
stepped up and covered the $87,000 overall
cost, preliminary work got underway to
prepare for the installation of roughly 100
solar panels, which will eventually bring a
savings of $11,000 a year. The savings can
be redirected to helping expand ministry.
Retired TWR missionaries Chuck Saunders
and Jim Munger joined Bonaire staff and
other visiting volunteers to get the work done
despite the COVID-19 pandemic.
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want to know more?
READ + VIEW: an expanded
version of this report with photos of
the work at twr.org/bonaire-solar.
HEAR: a recorded stream of
Bonaire broadcasts at 800am.org.

“We are so grateful for all of the help that
came to Bonaire to do this work. It would
have taken too much time for our team here
to do all the work ourselves,” said Jonas
Fischer, technical director for TWR Bonaire.
Although great progress has been made
on the project, a manufacturing error in
the steel carport structure upon which the
panels will be installed pushed the estimated
completion back to fall 2021. Besides
serving as the base for the panels, the
carport also will protect the station’s vehicles
from the elements.
“It’s amazing how God provided the funding
through generous donors so that we can use
green energy to lower our dependency on
the power grid,” said Steve Shantz, TWR’s
vice president for Latin America and the
Caribbean. “I’m astounded how God also
provided the people, talent and equipment
to pull out this project.”
*A Través de la Biblia (Thru the Bible) airs in
English, Portuguese and Spanish. Tierra Firme
(Solid Ground), which provides a Christian
perspective on current issues, and Entre Jovenes
(Among Youth) air in Spanish.

TWR photo by Brad Swanson

brings renewable energy to TWR Bonaire

A big step
in the right
direction

Photo via IMB.org

N

athan Anderson hadn’t been with
TWR long in 1999 and was working
in Southern Africa when his brother,
a missionary in West Africa, gave him a
consequential heads-up.
“‘This is excellent material,’” Anderson
remembers his brother writing. “‘You really
ought to think about using this series, The
Way of Righteousness.’”
The radio program was created by Paul
Bramsen as a way to help Muslims who want
to know more about the Bible understand
God’s unfolding plan of salvation. The program
begins with Old Testament figures, such as
the prophets, of whom Muslims are already
aware and guides listeners along a path that
eventually introduces the true story of Jesus.
“Bramsen began in Senegal working with
Senegalese brothers who had a background
in Islam,” said Anderson, who grew up in
Africa as a missionary kid. “So I knew that
would be a big step in the right direction
because they would be coming from a very
clear understanding of the Muslim worldview.
The phraseology that's used in the series
almost sounds the way Muslims talk about
the scriptures.”
Anderson contacted Bramsen and asked
to use the program, then introduced it to

Christian leaders and workers who partnered
with TWR in Malawi. They, too, liked the idea,
reproduced the program in the local language
and found it to be highly effective. Now in
over 50 languages, The Way of Righteousness
(TWOR) has gone on to become a linchpin in
TWR’s global outreach to Muslims who tune
in to ministry broadcasts.
Today, Anderson is TWR’s director of ministry
in North Africa, and he has been asked to
develop the media ministry’s outreach to
Kurdish people in places like southern Turkey,
Syria and northern Iraq. There and in countries
like Morocco and Algeria, he is working to
bring revitalized productions of programs such
as TWOR, Women of Hope and Power in
Persecution to societies where Christianity is
often viewed with animosity as a foreign faith.
A native of Morocco wrote our follow-up team
to ask for a Bible and tell them what TWOR
meant to him:
“Thank God I found your program that is
helping me a lot to understand the way my
Savior has set for me. I have been struggling
with my identity as a former Muslim as I am
now becoming a Christian. I know now that
my real identity is through Jesus. … [Pray]
that my old identity does not hunt me and
hinder me from growing into my new identity
in Christ the Lord.”

Read more about this fruitful ministry at twr.org/big-step.
Then help us take TWOR around the world at twr.org/righteous.
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Tough – but hopeful – topics

for courageous men
By Richard Greene • Special Contributor to TWR Magazine

A new, dynamic TWR program
designed to teach and reach
men throughout the Middle
East is on the horizon. Called
Men of Courage, soon it will
be introduced with a longrange plan to adapt it for other
Muslim men across the globe.
What helped ignite the process was God
raising up a passionate champion who
could translate TWR’s aspiration to create
more cutting-edge men’s programming into
actual media content. Especially important
is content that displays sensitivity to the
unique needs of Muslim men. That person
is Caleb Peterson,* TWR’s European
coordinator for Muslim men.

Peterson canvassed the broadcast
landscape and discovered a scarcity of preevangelistic content for reaching Muslim
men who are “far from Christianity.”
That initially discouraged Peterson but
didn’t deter him from dreaming and then
brainstorming with others. Finally, he
surrounded himself with a highly qualified
team tasked to create such programming.
The goal? “We really need to produce
some specially designed content for
Muslim men that is relevant, helpful and
genuine,” Peterson notes. “Content that
really connects with the Muslim male
mindset, culture and worldview, and takes
their situation and struggles seriously.”
He believes Men of Courage will meet that
challenge.
The timetable? By God’s grace, an Arabic
version of Men of Courage will debut later
* A pseudonym for security reasons
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this year. Down the road, programs in other
languages spoken by Muslim men in other
regions will be prepared. “There will be an
emphasis on storytelling to be as relatable
as possible for as many as possible,”
Peterson says.
Right now, the production team is
experimenting with a variety of formats.
A 20- to 30-minute version will go deep
with the listener and be used on TWR
radio outlets and as a podcast. Short,
10- to 30-second spots will be easy to
use on online platforms. A three- to fiveminute version will be long enough to
make a good point yet short enough to
keep people’s attention. It will be ideal
for both radio and online distribution.
The title of the program was chosen for
several specific reasons. “To be honest,
it was inspired by TWR’s Women of
Hope,” Peterson explains. “But I think
it’s a fitting title. A core value for Muslim
men is courage. It will take courage for
Muslim men to really listen to the kind of
topics we’ll address, as some of them will
probably be taboo in various contexts.
And it will take courage to reflect on
their own worldview in light of a biblical
worldview and to implement a certain
change of behavior.”
Jon Fugler, TWR’s chief content officer, likes
what he hears. “There are a lot of programs
reaching Muslims in general, but Muslim
men face distinct issues,” he says. “By
tackling these issues, we can connect with
these men where they are and introduce
gospel truth and the love of Jesus Christ.”
While the ultimate aim is to introduce
Muslim men to Jesus so they can know
and follow him as Lord, programs will first
provide a biblical perspective on life’s
daily challenges. This enables them to
have a discipleship impact even before
those listening come to faith in Christ. "As
Muslims already respect the Bible and the
prophets, I believe that role models from
the men of the Bible will be a good, natural
way to connect the audience with a biblical
worldview and belief,” Peterson says.
Identifying topics that will speak to the
heart and spark personal transformation
is key. These are still evolving but some
could be related to the “honor and shame”

“But I think it’s a fitting title.
A core value for Muslim men is
courage. It will take courage for
Muslim men to really listen to
the kind of topics we’ll address,
as some of them will probably be
taboo in various contexts. And
it will take courage to reflect
on their own worldview in light
of a biblical worldview and to
implement a certain change
of behavior.”
– CALEB PETERSON, TWR EUROPE
culture, as well as focusing on such issues
as truth, violence, revenge, honoring the
value of women, and family and parenting
principles. Others will address respect,
humility, forgiveness, finances, handling
anger and much more.
“I trust we’ll see prejudices dealt with
and lives changed, even small, positive
changes of behavior among Muslim men
as they reflect on the deeper issues of life
and eternity,” Peterson says.
Christian men from a Muslim background
are serving on the ground floor.
“Even before scriptwriting and production,
we’ve been working closely with a Christian
who was once a devout Muslim,” Fugler
explains. “He knows the audience and is
helping us create the content. Then we
will work with scriptwriters, voice talent
and producers from the region where the
programs will be distributed. This series
is laser focused, and a major priority
is to make sure we’re contextual in our
presentation. Otherwise, we are outsiders
and will not be heard.”
Fugler acknowledges that “we’re in
all-out spiritual war as we create these
programs.” So please pray for God’s
protection and for team members to
be encouraged and inspired. And pray
for listeners’ hearts to be softened in
advance of hearing the programs and that
God will draw them to himself!

Will you help make this ministry a reality? Visit twr.org/courage.
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Groundbreaking ministry

will speak hope to Muslim women
By Birgit Billau
Special Contributor to TWR Magazine
One of TWR´s signature ministries,
TWR Women of Hope, is preparing to
launch a new initiative reaching out
to Muslim women worldwide. Pilot
episodes of this exciting and unique
venture, called You Are Precious and
Beloved, are scheduled to begin airing
on radio in 2022.
“We´re so grateful to the Lord for
enabling us to reach out to Muslim
women worldwide through our media
ministry, and hope and pray that many
women's lives will be transformed
through the saving grace of Jesus and
the freedom found only in him!” says
Dr. Peggy Banks, global director of
TWR Women of Hope.
A dedicated team of authors is working
on writing scripts for 52 episodes in
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English. These will then be translated,
first into Arabic and eventually a
further 15, 20 or more languages so
that women in many regions of the
world will have access to the program.
Each 20-minute episode will contain
both a spiritual lesson and a life
lesson, with topics that are particularly
relevant to women in Islamic cultures.
The aim is to educate, encourage
and equip both Christian women
and those who aren’t yet believers to
deal with tough issues of daily life –
undergirding it all with God’s Word.
Based on TWR Women of Hope's
passion and desire for women to
know they are loved and valued by
God and have a significant purpose
in life, the ministry is developing
this program around universal topics
relevant to all women but especially
those in a Muslim context.

“Women in particular need to
know and believe that they are
precious, loved unconditionally
and fully accepted by God. Sadly,
this is often vastly different from
the traditional upbringing in these
societies. From an early age, they
may have believed that they are
insignificant and that their lives
are generally meaningless and
without purpose. In contrast, the
freedom they experience after
finding their identity in God is
overwhelming.”
– PEGGY BANKS, GLOBAL DIRECTOR
OF TWR WOMEN OF HOPE

They are designed to provide a message
of hope to women, conveying their worth
and identity. This in turn enables the
women to rid themselves of their intrinsic
shame and guilt and find freedom and
empowerment through Jesus Christ.
To facilitate a transformation in the lives
of these women as the Holy Spirit speaks
hope and love through the program, creative
new ways of saying old things need to be
found and implemented. For instance, in
seeking to connect with Muslim women,
the language of relationship will be spoken,
whereby common ground for women globally
can be established.
“Women in particular need to know and
believe that they are precious, loved
unconditionally and fully accepted by God,”
Banks said. “Sadly, this is often vastly
different from the traditional upbringing in
these societies. From an early age, they may
have believed that they are insignificant and
that their lives are generally meaningless
and without purpose. In contrast, the
freedom they experience after finding their
identity in God is overwhelming.”
Once women come to the belief that they
have worth and value as human beings
created in God´s image, she added, they
are able to rejoice and celebrate their
womanhood and real identity and are
empowered to live a life of purpose and to
be healthy individuals on all levels of life.

PARTNER WITH US

Find out more and give online
at twr.org/womens-outreach.

The new You Are Precious and Beloved
program will be accessible through many
channels, among them FM and AM radio as
well as the internet and social media. This
includes a platform like TWR360.org, which
can be accessed by internet or the website’s
own mobile app. Women in restrictive
societies often have to live their newfound
faith in isolation, facing ostracism from
family and general persecution. But these
technologies enable them to connect with
other believers and with God’s Word.
However, they do have the opportunity to
connect and to build relationships in the
Christian community through, for example,
the TWR360 website and social media, or
by contacting their local radio station via
phone or email. Through these contacts,
the production team will likely hear
listeners’ compelling life stories, which
can then be incorporated in later episodes
to encourage other women. Coordinators
will organize personal meetings and small
group gatherings as conditions permit,
though some of these may have to be
curtailed during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The program content will focus on varying
needs and trends relevant to Muslim
women in different contexts and regions
of the world and consider the social status
of the women. Thus, several episodes will
specifically address the needs of single,
married, divorced or widowed women. The
relevant-need aspects of the program, which
will vary by region, will speak to emotional,
social, spiritual and physical issues.
Trending issues will also be dealt with – for
instance, the areas of parenting, marriage
and justice as experienced by women.
This may include topics like social media,
divorce and broken families, domestic
abuse, and life during the pandemic,
offering advice on online learning and
setting up a home office.
“TWR Women of Hope has always been a
ministry grounded in prayer, and we are
asking God’s people everywhere to surround
You Are Precious and Beloved with their
prayers and financial support,” Banks said.
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It’s a welcome and deserved tax benefit for your charitable act,
but even more important are the spiritual benefits that result.
You are acknowledging God’s blessings, providing for others
who cannot meet their own spiritual needs and delivering biblical
content to millions. You can do all of this through your prayerful
decision to give from your IRA.

If you are at least 70½ years old, you can direct your IRA
custodian to make a distribution directly to TWR. That amount
will offset taxes on your required minimum distribution, or RMD.

As you steward the financial blessings God has bestowed on you,
why not leverage your giving by year-end? Consider using your
individual retirement account, or IRA, to help TWR speak hope
to the world while making your personal resources go further.

We give to spread
the gospel.

We give because
there are needs.

We give to
acknowledge God
as the owner of
everything.

WHY DO
BELIEVERS
GIVE?
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Make a gift that is not
subject to the deduction
limits on charitable gifts.

Reduce your taxable
income even if you do
not itemize deductions.

If you’d like to know more about how you can create your legacy by making an IRA charitable
rollover gift to TWR this year, take a minute to look over our page at twr.org/rollover.
Ready to talk now? Please call or email Tim McElhaney at 330.647.1789 or tmcelhan@twr.org.

Use your rollover to make
a gift to a missionary or
project of your choice.
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